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CIVIC STUDIES 11 
 

TABLE OF SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE PROVINCIAL EXAMINATION 
 

  COGNITIVE LEVEL   

 EXAMINATION CONTENT  
Knowledge 

Understanding 
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Higher  
Mental  

Processes 

WEIGHTING 

Part A:  Multiple-Choice Questions 

1.  Informed Citizenship 

2.  Civic Deliberation 

32% 38% — 70% 

Part B:  Essay Questions 

3.  Essay Question #1* 

 

4.  Essay Question #2* 

* Essay questions are based on  
one of the following topics:   
(See descriptions on pages 4 and 5 ). 

– Rights and Responsibilities 

– Governance 

– Domestic Issues 

– International Relations 
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 32% 38% 30% 100% 

 
 
The values in this table are approximate and may fluctuate.  The weightings are representative of the relative 
importance of the content (Prescribed Learning Outcomes) as described in the Civic Studies 11 Integrated 
Resource Package, 2005.  The following Prescribed Learning Outcomes will not be assessed on the Civic 
Studies 11 Provincial Examination:  C3, C6, D1, D2, D3, D4.  (Please note that the Civic Studies 11 IRP 
does not code prescribed learning outcomes.  The coding, however, can be found in the document at the 
Curriculum Connections link found on the Civic Studies 11 Examination Specifications main web page.) 
 
The time allowed for the provincial examination is two hours.  Students may, however, take up to  
60 minutes of additional time to finish. 
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CIVIC STUDIES 11 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROVINCIAL EXAMINATION 
 
 
The provincial examination is divided into two parts: 
 

PART A: 55 Multiple-Choice questions worth 70% of the examination. 
 

PART B: 2 Essay questions worth 30% of the examination. 

 Students will be required to answer two essay questions.  Each question will draw on one of the 
following topics.  For a more detailed description of the topics, please refer to pages  4 and 5 of 
this document: 

 • Rights and Responsibilities 

 • Governance 

 • Domestic Issues 

 • International Relations 

 Note:  When answering the essay questions, students should be able to develop a relevant 
position or clear thesis supported with thoroughly developed details.  Responses should  
be constructed with complete sentences where the expression is clear and fluent, including  
a well-formulated introduction and conclusion. (See the Definitions for Key Verbs and  
the Essay Scoring Criteria links on the Civic Studies 11 Examination Specifications  
main web page.)  

 
 
 

 



Ministry of Education – 3 – Civic Studies 11  
2009/10 School Year  Table of Specifications and Description of Examination 

 CIVIC STUDIES 11 
 

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMINATION CONTENT 
 
 
 The following information outlines the knowledge and understanding required for students  

to be able to answer the multiple-choice questions.  Contained within the brackets (  ) are the related 
Prescribed Learning Outcomes which have been coded for examination development purposes (see the 
Curriculum Connections link on the Civic Studies 11 Examination Specifications main web page.) 

 
 Note:  Students will be expected to know significant people, events and terms connected to the 

examinable Prescribed Learning Outcomes.  
 
 
 INFORMED CITIZENSHIP 

 Topics include: 

 • Historical and contemporary events and factors defining Canadian identity (B1, B2) 

 • Canadian government and politics (B1, B2, B3, B4, B5) 

 • Canadian law (B1, B6, B7, B8) 

 • International law and government (B1, B8, B9) 

 • Rights, freedoms, responsibilities and privileges of citizenship (B1, B7) 

 • Human rights (B1, B8) 
 
 
 CIVIC DELIBERATION 

 Topics include: 

 • Fundamental principles of democracy and their effect on civic issues (C1) 

 • Dynamics of power (C2) 

 • The Canadian social safety net (C4) 

 • Canada’s role in international issues (C5) 
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CIVIC STUDIES 11 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ESSAY TOPICS 
 
 
The following four topics outline the knowledge base required for students to be able  
to answer the essay questions.  Contained within the brackets (  ) are the related Prescribed Learning 
Outcomes which have been coded for examination development purposes (see the Curriculum Connections 
link on the Civic Studies 11 Examination Specifications main web page). 
 
 
 RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES (B1, B2, B6, B7, B8, C1) 

 Essay questions from this topic will focus on the changing nature of civic participation in Canada’s 
multi-ethnic society and the diverse global community.  An understanding of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, as well as the process that is applied in the protection of human and civil rights in 
Canada will be examined. 

 Topic areas include: 

  • Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms:  evolution, impact, application, reasonable limits,  
  notwithstanding clause 

  • Rights and responsibilities associated with Canadian citizenship 
  • Protection of human and civil rights:  historical and present-day perspectives 
   (United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, Canadian Human Rights Act, British Columbia  

  Human Rights Code) 
 
 
 GOVERNANCE (B1, B2, B3, B4, B6, C1, C2) 

 Essay questions from this topic will focus on the origins and the development of  
Canadian government (including institutions and positions in government) from the local  
to the international level. 

 Topic areas include: 

  • An examination and evaluation of the Canadian parliamentary system  
  (e.g., role of the Governor General, Senate Reform, Party Discipline, Government Structure) 

  • History of the franchise:  extension of the right to vote in Canada since 1914 
  • Participation in the process of developing or influencing public policy from an individual’s  

  or a government’s perspective (e.g., petitions, letters to the editor, protest demonstrations,  
  mediation, arbitration, litigation, public inquiries, focus groups, polling, open house, referenda,  
  open-space technology, election campaigning, lobbying elected representatives, joining a   
  political party, working with special interest groups, utilizing the ombudsmen) 
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 DOMESTIC ISSUES (B1, B3, B4, B7, B9, C1, C2, C5) 

 Essay questions from this topic will focus on how Canadian identity has been shaped  
by conflict and reconciliation through an evolutionary process.  Factors such as ethnicity, language  
and multiculturalism will also be addressed. 

 Topic areas include: 

  • French–English relations—its evolution and present-day status 
  • Treatment of Aboriginal peoples from 1867 such as the Indian Act and its impact,  

  land claims, franchise, residential schools, discrimination, anti-potlatch legislation,  
  self-determination, and compensation packages 

  • Canada’s evolution to a multi-cultural society from 1900 to the present 
 
 
 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (B1, B8, B9, C2, C5) 

 Essay questions from this topic will focus on Canada’s changing relationships with other nations 
regarding international conflicts, peacekeeping, international organizations, human rights abuse, and 
foreign aid. 

 Topic areas include: 

  • International conflict 
  – Reasons for and results of Canada’s participation in international conflicts from  

  1914 to the present. 

  – An examination of Canada’s role in international conflict from 1945 to the present 

  • International organizations:  1945 to present 
  – Canada’s role and impact from being a member of the following:  UN, NORAD,  

  NATO, WTO, NAFTA, and G8 

  • Foreign Aid from 1945 
  – Contributions made by the Canadian government, individual citizens, and non-  

  governmental organizations 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


